
Notes from Transition Bath Energy Group Meeting –  30th June 2008

Present
Ni g e l  Po o l e y ,  Do u g  Ki n g ,  Ch r i s  Bo r k e t t ,  Di c k  Da n i e l ,  Pe t e r  Ca p e n e r ,  Hu g h  Pr e n t i c e ,  Ian  
Gi l c h r i s t ,  Al i c k  Ba r t h o l o m e w ,  Sa l l y  Ar c h e r ,  Joh n  La n c a s t e r ,  To m  Mc C u t c h e o n ,  An d r e w  
W y o n ,  Sim o n  Ta y l o r

Apologies
Da v i d  Ma r t i n

Summary
Th e  me e t i n g  co n s i d e r e d :
• th e  dr a f t  te x t  for  a  Tr a n s i t i o n  Ba t h  en e r g y  in  the  hom e  lea f l e t
• th e  op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  fun d i n g  an d  di s s e m i n a t i n g  the  lea f l e t
• op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  re n e w a b l e  en e r g y  in  Ba t h  an d  the  po t e n t i a l  lin k s  wi t h  res e a r c h  int o  

ren e w a b l e  en e r g y  in  Ba t h ,  cu r r e n t l y  be i n g  un d e r t a k e n  by  B&N E S

Ke y  fol l o w  up:
• com m e n t s  to  Do u g  by  7  Ju l y  an d  lea f l e t  pa s s e d  to  Pa u l a  for  fin a l i s i n g  16  Ju l y
• de v e l o p  pl a n  for  di s s e m i n a t i o n
• research with the aim of developing a community based project/initiative for each area of action 

covered in the energy leaflet

Next Meeting: Tues 5 August 7.30pm upstairs in the Ram

Detail
Th e  me e t i n g  co n s i d e r e d  the  dra f t  tex t  for  a  lea f l e t  pr o d u c e d  by  Do u g .  Th e  aim  of  the  lea f l e t  
is  to  pro m o t e  Tr a n s i t i o n  Ba t h  wh i l e  pr o v i d i n g  ac c e s s i b l e  inf o r m a t i o n  to  ho u s e h o l d e r s  on  wh a t  
the y  can  to  ad d r e s s  en e r g y  iss u e s  in  the  ho m e .  

Th e  tar g e t  au d i e n c e  wa s  fel t  to  be  pe o p l e  wh o  we r e  al r e a d y  aw a r e  of  som e  of  the  iss u e s  bu t  
wa n t e d  to  do  som e t h i n g  ab o u t  the m .  

As  a  res u l t  the  fro n t  pa g e  wa s  fel t  to  be  too  tex t  he a v y  an d  co u l d  be  red u c e d  to  a  few  si m p l e  
st a t e m e n t s  wi t h  gr a p h i c s ,  em p h a s i s i n g  the  urg e n c y  of  ac t i o n  an d  tha t  the  ide a s  for  ac t i o n  
ou t l i n e d  in  the  lea f l e t  we r e  fi rs t  ste p s  on l y  ar o u n d  en e r g y  in  the  hom e ,  ot h e r  TB  lea f l e t s  
co u l d  tak e  a  sim i l a r  ap p r o a c h  to  wa s t e ,  tra n s p o r t ,  foo d  et c.

It  wa s  su g g e s t e d  tha t  ot h e r  lin k s  to  ex i s t i n g  so u r c e s  of  fur t h e r  inf o r m a t i o n  cou l d  be  pr o v i d e d  
ag a i n s t  ind i v i d u a l  ste p s .   Mo r e  inf o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  ea c h  st e p  cou l d  be  pu b l i s h e d  on  the  we b  
si t e.

Fo l l o w i n g  fee d b a c k  fro m  gr o u p  me m b e r s  the  tex t  wi l l  be  pa s s e d  on  to  Pa u l a  for  fur t h e r  
com m e n t  an d  pu t t i n g  int o  a  ‘TB  ho u s e  sty l e’.

Be c a u s e  of  the  typ e  of  tar g e t  au d i e n c e  the  lea f l e t  is  int e n d e d  for,  it  wa s  fel t  tha t  m a s s  
ma i l i n g  or  let t e r b o x  st u f f i n g  m i g h t  no t  be  pro d u c t i v e  an d  cou l d  be  wa s t e f u l  of  lea f l e t .  
Pr o a c t i v e  op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  di s s e m i n a t i n g  the  lea f l e t  inc l u d e d :

• On g o i n g  TB  eve n t s  an d  pre s e n t a t i o n s  to  ot h e r  Ba t h  gr o u p s
• Li n k e d  ar t i c l e s  in  the  Ba t h  Ch r o n i c l e
• Fa r m e r ’ s  ma r k e t  sta l l  (as  pa r t  of  wi d e r  TB  pre s e n c e ?)
• Po s s i b l y  in  Li b r a r i e s  (whe r e  pe o p l e  wo u l d  on l y  tak e  the m  if  the y  we r e  int e r e s t e d)
• De v e l o p i n g  po s t e r s  ba s e d  on  lea f l e t  for  pu t t i n g  up  aro u n d  tow n
• Sc h o o l s  we r e  di s c u s s e d  (but  fel t  ne e d e d  to  be  pa r t  of  ot h e r  ed u c a t i o n a l l y  ba s e d  

ini t i a t i v e s)
• Hi g h e r  Ed u c a t i o n



• Vi a  lar g e  em p l o y e r s
• Sh o w s/ f e s t i v a l s  (as  pa r t  of  wi d e r  TB  pre s e n c e ?)

Op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  fun d i n g  the  lea f l e t  we r e  di s c u s s e d .  If  po s s i b l e  it  wa s  fel t  tha t  the  lea f l e t  
sh o u l d  be  fun d e d  fro m  TB  ow n  fun d s  as  it  wa s  a  ge n e r a l  lea f l e t  an d  mi g h t  su f f e r  by  
as s o c i a t i o n  if  it  wa s  sp o n s o r e d  by  rel a t e d  com p a n i e s .

Th e  me e t i n g  al s o  rev i s i t e d  iss u e s  rai s e d  at  pr e v i o u s  me e t i n g  ar o u n d  pr o m o t i n g  re n e w a b l e s ,  
in  pa r t i c u l a r  rel a t i n g  to:

• Se t t i n g  up  a  loc a l  re n e w a b l e  en e r g y  com p a n y
• Es t a b l i s h i n g  a  Ba t h  ba s e d  bu l k  bu y  sc h e m e  for  so l a r  wa t e r  he a t i n g  sy s t e m s
• Re v i e w i n g  op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  hyd r o  aro u n d  ba t h  an d  po t e n t i a l  for  he a t  ex t r a c t i o n  fro m  

ho t  sp r i n g s

Li n k i n g  ba c k  to  the  ea s y  fir s t  st e p s  ou t l i n e d  in  the  lea f l e t ,  it  wa s  fel t  to  be  a  go o d  ide a  if  
Tr a n s i t i o n  Ba t h  cou l d  de v e l o p  a  com m u n i t y  ba s e d  pro g r a m m e  or  pr o j e c t  ar o u n d  ea c h  item .

In  pa r t i c u l a r  the  me e t i n g  wa s  ma d e  aw a r e  of  som e  po t e n t i a l l y  im p o r t a n t  res e a r c h  be i n g  
un d e r t a k e n  by  ES D  for  B&N E S ,  wh i c h  is  as s e s s i n g  the  po t e n t i a l  for  re n e w a b l e  en e r g y  in  
Ba t h ,  ac r o s s  lar g e  sca l e  com m e r c i a l  re n e w a b l e s ,  re t r o f i t  wi t h i n  ex i s t i n g  bu i l d i n g s  an d  
ins t a l l a t i o n  wi t h i n  new  bu i l d i n g s .  So m e  ea r l y  find i n g s  fro m  thi s  res e a r c h  ma y  be  ava i l a b l e  at  
the  ne x t  en e r g y  gro u p  me e t i n g .

Next steps
Th e  nex t  en e r g y  gr o u p  me e t i n g  wi l l  be  on  5 th Au g u s t  at  7.30p m  till  9.30p m  in  the  up s t a i r s  
roo m  of  the  Ra m  in  W i d c o m b e .  

Th e  nex t  me e t i n g  wi l l  cl a r i f y  the  ne x t  st e p s  in  pro d u c i n g  an d  di s s e m i n a t i n g  the  lea f l e t  as  we l l  
as  foc u s s i n g  on  how  to  pr o g r e s s  ide a s  ar o u n d  dev e l o p i n g  op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  re n e w a b l e  
en e r g y  in  Ba t h .

Actions 
For next meeting
Everyone to  pr o v i d e  com m e n t s  to  Do u g  on  the  dr a f t  lea f l e t  te x t  by  7 th Jul y
Doug to  ad a p t  tex t  in  ligh t  of  com m e n t s  an d  pa s s  on t o  Pa u l a  by  16 th Jul y  
Nigel to  tal k  to  TB  st e e r i n g  gro u p  ab o u t  po s s i b i l i t i e s  for  fun d i n g  the  lea f l e t
Nigel to  tal k  to  TB  Ra i s i n g  Aw a r e n e s s  gro u p  ab o u t  link s  ar o u n d  di s s e m i n a t i n g  the  en e r g y  
gro u p  lea f l e t
Chris to  res e a r c h  op t i o n s  for  re n e w a b l e  en e r g y  com p a n y  se t  up,  str u c t u r e  an d  mo d e l s  for  
sh a r e  ow n e r s h i p
Doug/Sally to  tal k  to  B&N E S  (pos s i b l y  en e r g y  ma n a g e r ,  Pe t e r  Ba k e r)  to  co l l e c t  mo r e  
tec h n i c a l  inf o r m a t i o n  on  the  ho t  sp r i n g s  an d  its  cu r r e n t  us e  for  en e r g y
Sally to  res e a r c h  in  mo r e  de t a i l  the  wi n d  con s t r a i n t s  ma p s  an d  co n s i d e r  po t e n t i a l  si t e s
Pete to  tal k  to  Re g e n  SW/B&N E S  ab o u t  po t e n t i a l  wi n d  en e r g y  pr o j e c t s  in  pi p e l i n e/b e e n  
re f u s e d
Dick to  rev i e w  BW E A  inf o  on  wi n d  en e r g y  pr o j e c t s
Pete to  tal k  fur t h e r  to  Ma r k  at  Ge o F u t u r e s  ab o u t  G I S  ma p p i n g  an d  so l a r  po t e n t i a l
Pete to  tal k  to  so l a r  wa t e r  ins t a l l e r s  to  ga u g e  int e r e s t  in  es t a b l i s h i n g  a  bul k  bu y  sch e m e  in  
Ba t h  (pos s i b l y  bu i l d i n g  on  ex i s t i n g  di s c u s s i o n  al r e a d y  oc c u r r i n g  in  W e l l o w  aro u n d  sim i l a r  
ide a)
Pete to  tal k  to  en e r g y  sup p l i e r s  reg a r d i n g  po t e n t i a l  pa r t n e r s h i p  of f e r s
Dick to  tal k  to  Al e x i s  Cl a r k e  ab o u t  Hy d r o  po t e n t i a l  res e a r c h
Nigel to  rev i e w  exp e r i e n c e  fro m  oth e r  com m u n i t y  ini t i a t i v e s

Peter Capener
31st June 2008



Mob: 07775781331


